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1 A Letter to a Friend concerning 
7: WG Oy Sermon 


1 5 


7 " Have herewith fem you the Sermon you | 


22 he Will of God, wherein ſo much of our 
Duty and preſent Happineſs conſiſts. Nothing 
but the Sea ſonableneſs of the Subject can be 
4 good Reaſon, or ſuſſicient Motive. to make it 
publick, But while we live in a troubleſome 


and ſinful World, and in an Age of C Hanges, i: 


mnuſt needs be Seaſonable. Could we meet alt 
Events with a prepared Mind (which this Re- 
ſignation will aſ/ift us to do,) good Men might 


deſired, and wiſh it may contr ihute any 
_ thing to promote that Reſignation to 


find a more eaſte paſſage thr ough all the. Ck 1 5 
mi ties and Sufferings of this life, to the Bleſ 
ſedneſs of another, than moſt of em do, It 


15 5 would eſtabliſh. ns againſt all our Fears, and 


fx us under all (Hanges, and 5 give us inwar 'd | 
Peace in deſpite of ih World: It would com: 
poſe our Spirits, and quiet our T houghts 1 

the Vie icifitudes 5 of Human Affairs. It wighe be 


a our 


= Our ir Refuge ina ; SH. o our ; Poſe þ in T able, 

our 77 5 in Darkneſs; aud give us Manna in 
N Wilderneſs, and Food in a Deſart : It would | 
2 an Helmet againſt the App: oath of Evil, and | 
afford us C onſolation under actual Sufferings: AM 
And, "twould furniſh us with the trueſt Satiſ- — 

faction when we proſper in the World. IWe may. 

then be aſſured. that what ſeemeth Good is re- 
ally fo; was deſigned for our good by the Di- 
wine Care, and conduceth 10 it by the G vidance 

of his Infallible C ounſel of you think the fol. 
lowing Sermon may | be of any uſe to ſuch excel- 1 
et dn poſes, F my, Hoa” e at with N 

+ bis e . 12 am, . 


Sin, „ 
Your Aﬀtectionar Er end, 


"Ed 


: and Humble Servant, 
Kite 1684 


. SHOWER. 


1 N. 6 onation to the Divine good Fu. 
1 frei in eve} ory Condition. . 


2 ; SAM. XV. 


| But if hes thus . 1 have no + ddight- in thee, 


| Behold here I am, let him do unto me a ſeem. 5 


= th © as unto him. 


in the preceding Verſes. It came to paſs: 


: aſter Forty years, that Abſalom, who by various Ar- 


5 _ H E ticular Occalia on of theſe words was 
the fears and diſtreſs of David by 4b ſalout 5 
Rebellion; an account whereof we have 


ver. „ 


| tifices had gain d the hearts of the people, begs lcave 
of his Father to go to Hebron; for which he pre- 
tends Religion, and a Vow to the Lord, as the ground 


8 his Requeſt, and the Reaſon of his Departure. 


Ihe moſt probable computation of theſe Forty ycars, 
is from the time when the Iſraelites firſt defired a 
King. David had now reigned Seven and Thirty 
| years; to which, if we add the Three years of Saul's 


Reign, 212. One with Samuel, and Two alone, it an- 


ſwers to that number. With his Father's conſent, 5 


he goes to Hebron, about Sixteen Miles from Jeru- 


N ſalem, the place of his own Nativity, and the Me- 


Ver. 10 | | 


tropolis of Juda : The Father here began his : 


Reign, and the Son deſis igns there to begin his Rebel- 
is en Two hundred of David's Houſhold are vere 


ſwaded to follow him thither in the . implici.- 


PT 


yy” Sermon preach rp on 


| Their hearts. Their abſence from his Father Sikh: 
weaken his Party, and their preſence with Abſalom | 


gain credit with the people, that 'twas by the King's 


5 Commiliion and Order he ſhould aſſume the Govern- 10 
went. The ſubtilty of Achi tophel aſſiſted very much Wo 


do the contrivance and management of this and o- 


©, er 


Ver. 14. 


ther Policies to the ſame purpoſe. The Conſpiracy i 


begins to be ſtrong, and the number of Voluntiers 


doth every day encreaſe. The love of novelty and 


change, with the Careſſes of an handſome young, 


Prince, and ſome contempt of David's Age, engag'd | 
_ divers of the people to joyn in that Treaſon which | 
an undutiful Son, and a diſoyal Stateſman had be- 
fore contriv'd and hateht. David being quickly in- 
form d of Abſalom's deſign, and the ſtrength of his 
growing Party, reſolves to retreat from Jeruſalem, to 
5 Prepare for reſiſtance, and prevent a threatned Ruine. 
Ittai, a Foreigner, with many of his own Subjects, 
and moſt of his Domeſtick Servants, teſtifie their 
17, love and duty by tears and lamentations , And ac 
company him over the Brook Kidron, towards the 


85 way of the Wilderneſs, between Jeruſalem and Jerico. 
 Zadeck and Abiathar, the Prieſts, are deſired by the 
King to return back to the City, with the Ark of God, : 


being loath to hazard that, and thoſe who attended oy 


E Of ſuppoſing they could do him more ſervice by 
1 rarrying at Jeruſutex; - though 'tis moſt probable the 


removal of the Ark from Bene Was not a fault, as 
ſome imagine, becauſe at that rime it was not fixt to 


a certain place, as after warc 25 But whatever were 25 


the Reaſon, he deſires the Arh might be carried back: 
For, faith he, if I ſhall fud Feen, in the eyes of the 


— Enrel- be will hr i 2 nue agdin, and I fall fee beth 4. 


and bis holy babitation. | But f the Lord fnould ſay, 5 


1 have 


4, 
0 
| " 
7 


Fe 5 


—_— 


© the Duty of RESIGNATION. 


.- 1 have. no delight in thee, Behold here T ; am, Tet im Eh 
do to me what ſeemeth good unto him. 
Hie wholly refers himſelf to the ine of Divine 
Providence, profeſſing his readineſs to comply with 
the Will of God, whatſoever the event ſhall declare 
itt to be. Now that David's Example may be a pre- 
ſident to us for a calm Submiſſion to the Divine good 
pleaſure, amidſt the many Caſualties of human life, and 
our frequent diſappointment thereby, I ſhall endea- 3 
| _ to ſhow from theſe Words, OO 
I. What is neceſſary to this Reſi gnation of our 
= ſelves in every thing to the Will of God. | 
2. What abundant Reaſon we have thus to refer Z 
: our ſelves to God's diſpoſe. : 


3. The Advantages and Benefits of doing = 


4. Improve it by ſome Inferences of Truth and 5 
= Dow: which this e yr a for our loſtru- | 585 
1 Aion and Practice. 5 : 


br toy they | in \ reference. ro Gad, others which : 
regard our ſelver, and other things which relate to 


the affairs of thi 2s pr eſent life, wherewith We ſhall | | 
5 have ſome concern during our abode on earth. 5 


1. In relation to God tis requiſite, 


"T4 That we firmly believe his Being and Provi- 5 
We ought to be convinc't and ſatisfied, that 
there is a gracious Creator, and wiſe Governour . 
all things, in whoſe hands we are, and within the 
compaſs of whole. care and providence are all his 
Works: That all the powers and abilities of Creatures 
are from him; that they execute his Will, perform his 
JPlaeaſure, and are the inſtruments of his Decrees: and. -:--- 
that! it being his Hort to E and direct, tis ours to 
— lubmit | 


. 1 Sermon reach 7d c on 


—— — —— - 


— — 


— 


ſubmit and acquieſce in his Govenment.” 485 adore” 5 
his Will. If we believe that his order or permiſſion 
is concerned in every event, what ſhould follow but 
a devotion of all to his choice, with an hearty well-_ 
Pl ſeaſedneſs in the rank and ſtation wherein God all 
place us? An infinite God, ordering all the iſſues of 
time, we ſhall never have any Reaſon to diſtruſt the = 
care of his Providence, to queſtion his Faithfulneſs, | 
or diſpute his Sove raigaty, or impeach his Righte- KY 
oulneſs or Wiſdom in any thing that befalls us. And | 
if we can have no Reaſon for any of theſe, we |] 
may ſafely reſign our {elves to him in the words of © - 
fa 47 +.the Church, Tor , thou ſhalt chuſe our inheritance for us. 
"BY @ Bo Aeftion on God as Creator and Governour _ 
of the W orld, we may argue our ſelves into this Re- _ 
ſignation: Did he make, and doth he govern the 
0 Univerſe, and can he not order my affairs to the _ 
- beſt advantage? Hath exquifice Wiſdom, Good- + ' 
** neſs, and Power, fram'd all things out of nothing, 1 
* and will he not rule all things which he hath made 
iin the beſt manner? Hath his Providence preſerv- 
Land guided his People in all Ages, and can he not _ 
direct me? Is his Arm ſhortned, that he cannot de. 
© liver me, or his Underſtanding darkned, that he 
e knovvs not how : > Hath he conducted fo many Saints 
FE EE, © to glory by an unerring Wiſdom, and never-failing _ 
BY ow OW 4 Mercy.” and can he poffibly miſtake the beſt way of 
VE 5 bringing me thither? From the belief and conſi de- 2 
h ration of this merciful Providence of our Heavenly 
Father, we may leave it to him to chuſe our Allow- * 
- ance, and diſpoſe of us, and all our affairs, as it ſhall 
: deem good | in his ght . 
Tis neceſſary that we Sen contemplate the 5 
Divine Attributes and Promiſes, which are proper to 


eee, 


"the Duy of Rrs1GnatION. 


— — 


engage our Reſignation to his Will and dependance 


on his Word. We ought ſeriouſly to conſider what : 
a God he is, and what he can do for us, and how far 


| 2 e hath promiſed that he will; that in all the Emer- ; 


gencies of life he is able to oive us ſuitable relief and 
help; that he knows all our needs, and how to ſup- 
ply them, and is willing to do ſo when tis moſt ſea- 


lonable, and fitteſt to be done. Such an apprehenſion 


of his Almighty Arm 1s neceſſary, as may diſpoſe us at | 
once to truſt him in a way of duty, and yet to de. 
ſpair of Succeſs in an unlawful Undertaking. Such a 


our queſtioning, whether that be beſt which his holy 


” believing conſideration of his Wiſdozs, as will prevent 


Will declares to be ſo : and of his Truth and Faith 
= fulneſs, as will ſtrengthen our Faith in his Power, to 


c.nxtricate us out of every diſtreſs: Such a perſivalion e 
olf his Love and Kindneſs, as will excite our gratitude, 
and preſerve us from doubting of the good iſſue of 
What he ſhall pleaſe to order. Moreover, ſuch a re- 
view of his gracious Promiſes, as may encourage ut 
dependance on his word, That he will grant tge 
deeſires of thoſe that fear him, and be ever mindful 


of his Covenant. That his grace ſhall be ſufficient for 


Aus. That all things ſhall work for good to them that | 
love God. That we ſhall not be tempted ore hae 
we are able. That they that fear the Lord ſhall want 


Ko nothing that is good. That in a publick ſtorm ge 


will be a Refuge "and an hiding place to his people. 
phat the rod of the wicked ſhall not always reſt on 


the lot of the righteous. That the God of Iſrael, 
| who is the Saviour thereof in the time of trouble, 


— — a God working Salvation in the midſt of the Earth, 


can take the wicked in their own Craftineſs, inſnare 8 


— them 3 in the Works of their own hands, make them 


„„ pu 


— — 


Ionen of ReS1GNATION. 


Terith by their own counſels, and fall into the vits 8 

which they have digg d for others: ; baffle their policies, 
prevent their deſigns, alter their purpoſes, blaſt their 
expectations, and defeat their Plots, and bring to 


light the hidden things of darkneſs: and fave his 


| people when no other arm can bring Salvation, G. 


*Tis neceſſary to believe that not only he can, but wil! 4 ; 


accompliſh what he hath promiſed ; and His Ari... 
butes are the ground of our faith in this particular. 


For if any others do will our good, they may want 4 
Power to effect 1 it; but Omnipotence | 1s here our ſecurity. I 
bey are ant able,” and may recal their word, or alter 
their mind; but God's Truth is as invariable as his i 
Power is infinite. Men may find a neceſlity to fail 
their promiſes, by reaſon of ſomewhat they did not i 


L ' foreſee, (their knowledge being bounded as well as . 


| their irength ) but unſzarchable Wiſdom can never 


=_ miſtaken. The moſt intricate Occurrences of tine 


being open and naked from Eternity to the view of his 


Omniſcience, no occaſion can be ſuppoſed why God 


mould not be faithful to his word. The confi 0 - 


whereof will have a very great influence on this Re- 5 


5 ſignation of our ſelves to his good pleaſure. I 
2. Some things are neceſſary with reſpect to our 7 


eee 1 : 
That we 5 ſufferings, "wronbies and diſks, - : 


by eee in the World. Religion will not 5587 50 — 
us fromthe ordinary Calamities of human life, to 
which every man is incident, tho we abſtract 3 | 
the conſideration of the Goſpel, and Conſcience. _ 


What ſenſible Afflictions had David by his neareſt Re- 
lations! how frequent occaſions of ſorrow did he 
meet with in the time of his Father-in- law Saul, from 
Michal 5 folly, and her Father 8 Hatred! ! What brea ches 

1 in 


8 : ; ST 18 * 3 * F 
L | . g * Res _——_— — by” — , 2 * \ 7 82 1 — 4 22 
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to ihe Divine VIII. = 7 


"I © He Panty, and di in his Kingdomafterwards! 
lis Subjects revolt from their obedience, and his own _ 
Children are in the head of an Army againſt oY, 
is forc'd to make War againſt thoſe whom he would 
not hurt. How ſmart an affliction in his Tamar and 
Amon, and his beloved Abſolom, during his whole 
Life, (one inſtance whereof the context relates) and 
5 bis death too: and after that, in the combination 
of his Son Adonij h with Joab, &c. And why ſhould : Sam, 12, 
Ve expect to be exempted ? Let us count upon it as 22, 23. 
our Lot and Portion, if we would be able, under 
actual ſufferings, to ref gn and {ubmir to the will of 
. God. 
27 to the caſe of falfering for Confblence dle 
55 we are bid to expect it, and have reaſon to prepare 
for it. Tis the voice of Heaven, That throughmany 
3 tribulations we muſt. enter into glory. Chriſtianity in- 
poyns us to look for perſecution and the Croſs 5. and © 
| hath made a Covenant of sufferings, and promisd 
bleſſings to it. Moſt of our graces are paſſive, and 
adapted toa ſuffering ſtate ; and as followers of the 
Captain of our Salvation, we muſt expect our are. 
hut for the moſt part we are unwilling to hear of ® _ 
Calamities before they come ; and then we Fannet 
bear them, becauſe they come > ſuddenly. 'Tis the un- 
= expectedneſs of the Croſs, that is the ſubje& matter 
of our complaints in the day of adverſity. We think _ 
itt irkſom and unpleaſant to forecaſt how the caſe _ 
would be, if God ſhould try us in ſuch or ſach an lu- 
ſtance, if he ſhould call for ſuch a bleſſing we value, 
| ſnatch from us ſuch aRelation whom we tenderly love, | 
or fruſtrate our detigns and hopes in ſuch a particular; 
and therefore we will not conſider it before hand, and Ls 
then the © Sar pries! ache a ſting to the Calamity. For 
| RN 5 2 Le 1 
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Fernen of Rrsrenarion 


: no kind of evils are ſo amazing and terrible, as Hol 5 
which are unexpected: The ſuddenneſs of them de- =—_ 
prives us of that ſtayedneſs of mind which is requiſite 

_  toa due deportment under ſuch a tryal. And our. 
paaſſions then tranſport us into many indecent Exceſ- 1 
ſes, and make us foam with e Murmurs, and | 

5 caſt up mire and dirt. 
2. Let us always maintain an humble penitent 
ſenſe of Sin, and our own Unworthineſs. This is ne- 

_ ceſlary, becauſe Pride will indiſpoſe us for ſubmiſſion ; 

to the Divine Will. And if we joyn Impenitence, Ki 
twiill make us contend with the Almighty ; over- Ml 
look his Goodneſs, deſpiſe his Wiſdom, diſtruſt his 
Faithfulneſs, and find faults with his Providence, as | 

if things could be better ordered than they are by 
God's management. Whereas an humble Soul, ſen- 
ſüble of the deſert of fin, thinks every condition 88 
good enough, and ſo is willing to be at God's diſ- 
poſe. Lord (will ſuch a man ſay, with admiring 

; : thoughts of the divine goodneſs and bounty) what 
can be too little for me, who am leſs than 5 leaſt © 
: f all thy mercies? What temporal Calamities too 5 
ſevere, when I deſerve eternal > What condition 
doo low that is on this fide the bottomleſs pit> | 
What cup too bitter, wliere thy wrath, and reme- 
dileſs deſpair, are none of the Ingredients? Am! 


RT ; * damnation, and can I be wronged and injur'd by 


5 flictions of this life, to the 3 agonies and torments of 
— eternal Tophet ? C Oh e me now, and ſave 


not thy Creature, and mayeſt thou not do what 5 


thou wilt with thy own £ Havel not provok't thee, 1 


* and ſhall I not ie Correction? Havel merited | 


"A temporal Sorrow ? What are gentle Rods to fi- 
« ery Scorpions ? And the light and momentary Af- 


me 


— — 


w > the Divixe WII T. 


| 40 me at 17 and 40 with me what ſeemerh 3 in 
hy: ſight. Deny me not an entrance into Hea- 
den, and let thy will be done upon Earth. . 
This is the proper Language of an humble Penttent, 


referring himſelf to the divine Choice, as to every 0 
thing in this World. FT 


Some things are neceſury reſpeXting the 4 | firs 35 


5 of . preſent world... 
I. That we have right notions: of Profterity and 
Adverſt ty, of temporal good and evil. For according to 


the Judgment we make of theſe, will our Paſſions be On 


exercis d: We ought therefore to endeavour, to un- 


derſtand what i is their due Value, and what eſtimate 
in Reaſon we ſhould make of them: We ought to 
cConſider, as to Temporal Good, That it is fleeting and 


inconſtant, uncertain and temporal; may be loſt on a 


, | ſudden, and maſt be left ſhortly; that no outward 


advantages above others, do on that account recom- 


mend us to God, or intitle us to his favour; That 'tis 
no Argument of his diſpleaſure, to be poor and deſpi- : 
ſed, to be afflicted and calamitous ; that bread js not Ecl.9.11 | 
T7 alway to the wiſe, nor riches to men of mderſtanding, 
but time and chance happens to them all: That all 
things under the Sun are mutable, and 'tis a madneſs 


"> 1 think they will never change: That tis neceſſary ” 


Sd ſhonld make a difference and variety in the con- : 
ditions of men, that ſome ſhould be rich, and others 
poor, becauſe neither could ſubſiſt without both: The 


maeeanneſs of ſome is no leſs needfal to the order and _ 
harmony of the W orld, than the greatneſs and abun- 


dance of others: the Rich cannot live comfortably _ 
without the Poor, nor the latter be ſupported with- _ 
out the former. Beſi des, tis to be conſidered, That a 


_ Pro perous condition, without God s bg to im- 
. by Prove” 


10 A Sermon of RESIGNATI 


prove it, will but adminiſter to our fin, increaſe our 
guilt, and advance our ruin * That an abundance of =. + 

| Temporal Enjoyments is attended with many dange- | 
rous temptations ; and very few periſh by Famine, 4 
in compariſon with thoſe many who die of a Surfeit; 8 
That there is no Temporal evil but God can ſupport 

us under, and ſanctifie for our good; That the loſs of AM 
life is the utmoſt we can fear; and having the pro- 
miſes of a future Bleſſedneſs, that is not to be J 
dreaded : And if our lives are ſpared, we can only | 


be deprived a little ſooner of thoſe comforts which |} 
botherwiſe we muſt relinquiſh when we quit the bo- | 
dy: And ſuppoſe the worſt that can poſſibly befall |} 
us, the time of its continuance cannot be long; with | 


in a few years, ſuppoſe Thirty, or Forty, and hard- 


ly that number of the greateſt Aſſembly ſhall then 
be left alive: And after this lite we ſhall meet with | 
no diſappointment evermore to trouble us; no cross 
Providence to try our patience, or require our Sub- 

miſſion; no ſudden loſs or caſualty to be the matter 


of aComplaint; no publick Storm, or private Adver- 


JJ 


a⁊vlã2ʒs to the other life, for ſhame let us Refign all things 


to the Will of God, as to this. And if we conſt : 
der our ſelves either as Men or Chriſtians, the cala- _ 
maities and ſufferings to whick we are expoſed are 
ſeo many, that tis a merciful diſpenſation our Leaſe is 
ſhbortned, and the number of our ſorrowful days on 
Farth diminiſht; that whereas our Fore-fathers were 
train d up in the School of the Croſs for many hun- 
dred years, we are not to live ſo long, but may hope 
to get to Heaven ſooner; and there onl ” remains a 
- Rat for the people of God. oe 


: 25 4 


to che Divine WI . 


b "Tis neceſſary that we mortific our love 5 81118 
wand and moderate our Affections to earthly things 


ee 


love ſeems to be the meaſure and Origine of all o- 
ther Paſſions: And if this preſent World. and its in- 
pj;oyments, be inord inately lov'd, we ſhall be apt to re- 

pine or deſpond when evil befalls us. Our ſorrow for 


the loſs of outward bleſſings, will hold proportion 5 


with our fond Affection, while we poſſeſs d them; 


and our dejection under Calamity be proportion d 0 


our fears, leſt it come to paſs: Whercas if our Affe- 
Ciions be moderate, and guided by Faith and Reſon, 
we ſhall not be much concern d at the evils we muſt. 
ſuffer: we ſhall not much trouble our ſelves for the 
want of that which we neither value nor love, but 
within the limits preſcribed us by God: For what we: 
embrace with the greateſt fondneſs that we part from 


with the greateſt regret. And as miny ways may we 8 


be uiſerable, as there are variety of Accidents to ſe⸗ 
parate us from what we inordinately love. This 1 
the great Reaſon why the calamities we ſuffer, . 
ſolve our patience, and rob us of our peace; Becauſe 5 
we love this World too well, and are over-fond of 


that which we may caſily loſe. And how quickly 


may that man be miſerable, if there be ſo many 


dom but ve meet with occaſions for as great a Sorrow 


BD W orms can make that Gourd wither which heſits un. 
| der the ſhadowof, with inordinate ſatisfaction ? Nay, 
wit / Temporal Enjoyments, or without them, we can 
never be at reſt, if we love them too well; for all 
| our days we are either perplext with fear, leſt they 
|  thould be loſt, or with ſorrow in caſe they are. If 
we love any thing very much, beſides God, tis ſel⸗ | 


| as we entertain the Object with an undue Affection: 
Bat loving God bore all, and every thing elſe only 


AC cord- 
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ccording to his preſcription, would make us willing 


to be at his Diſpoſe, and content with his Order: | 
What pleaſeth him cannot then diſpleaſe us; and 


What is according to his mind, cannot contradict ours. 


And ſo we may ſpeak it from our hearts, let him do _ 


ws: us as ſeemeth good unto him. 


. Let us conſider what abundant Reaſon we have | ET 


7; thus to refer our ſelves to God 8 diſpoſe: 


1. Upon the account of our Pr ofi ; 
2. Our Duty. „„ 
3. Our Intereſt. | 


1. Upon the account of our 1 e We own 


| our F (elves the Diſciples and Followers of the Holy ſe- 


ſus, who as he chearfully performed, ſo he patiently 


5 | Mar, 26. 


buy his Death, and are the price of his Blood, we are 
"obliged by his Example. We profeſs to follow i him 


5 ſubmitted to the Will of his Father, declaring his 
Reſignation under his ſharpeſt Conflicts; Father, not 
any will, but thine be done. And as we are Redeemed 


adãlks the Captain of our Salvation, and ought to re- 


member he was the moſt glorious inſtance of ſubmiſ- 
ſion and patience, of truſt in God, and reſignation 


do his Will, that ever the World was acquainted 5 


with. As his Victory ſhould be our Encouragement, . 


heb. 2. 10. his Example muſt be our Pattern As he was perfef= 1 
i e by ſufferings, and ſtoop'd to the ſevereſt ones, to 
purchaſe glory for us, we are dire&ed to expect our | 


5 Heb. 12. 3. ſnare, to prepare us to partake of that glory. 


y. Io con- . 7 
- Jo Lim who endur d the contradiction of ſruners againſt = 


himſelf, E propounded as an expedient againſt faint- 
ius in our minds: And ſo it may prove, if i in Imita- | 
tion of him, we are ſatisfied in every thing with tlie 
Will of our Father. We 8 TATE; and own | 
; : our 
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our - ſelves bis Childron 1 5 and wall we not be content 


he ſhonld chuſe our Allowances, and diſpoſe of our 
Conditions? W e pray that ks will- may be dove on 
_ Earth, asit is in Heaven; an ſhall we be difplcated | 
that our Prayers Are anſwered, and that he doth as 


we delire him, that is, what ſeemeth good in his froht ? 


The bleſſed Spirits above, flee whereſoever they are 


ſent, cheartully obey his Will, and execute his Plea- 
ſure; and ſhall not we be (atisfied with his Govern- 


N ment, and pleaſed with his Orders, and drink of that Jog. U. 


Cup "which oy heavenly Father ide 2 to drinſ 2 Cer- 
tainly we may truſt his Viſclorr, becauſe he js God ; 


and his Love and Fuithfulneſs, becauſe he! ISA Father, HO 
who knowing what is beſt for us, will do nothing 85 


but what really! is fo. We know that fone Commul- 


„„ concerning the Events of time, is ſigned by our 
Pather's ownhand; and do we think he. will (et his 


hand to what is really to the prejudice of his own _ 
Children, whom he tenderly loves? What we ſhall 


cat and drink, and wherewithal we ſhall be clothed, 
where we (hall lodge, and what we ſhall do and be, os 
and how in every thing we ſhall be diſpoſed of, are 

things that belong to his Paternal Government to or- 


der; and obedient Children will leave it to their Fa- TT 
Ee ther's Care, and acquicſce in his Choice, 


2. Upon the account of Diy. 


In Gratitude for his abundant Kindneſs, whereof 1 


we Chaves had already ſuch large Expcricnce. 


He formed ns in the Womb, and brought us into 


= i light, with our intire ſenſes and integral parts: He diſ- 


pos d of us in onr Infancy, educated our Childhood, 


and guided our Youth, and hath compaſſed us about 
with Mercy on every ſide: The ſtreams of his Foun 


__ tain have contin nally refreſht us: And ſhall we over- _ 


OI 
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look the innumerable Inſtances of his paſt kindneſs, 


by not truſting him for the future? 


ful Greatneſs, or undeſerved Freeneſs, their exceflive | 
Uultitude, and large Extent; their Suitableneſs, and 
| Seaſonableneſs, their Convenience, and Duration, Ge... 


” We cannot fully diſplay his Benefits, their v worder- ; 


ux Imaginations cannot conceive the Dimenſions of 


His Goodneſs, nor our Speech utter them; ſuch as he---: 
advantages of our Education, the protection G iii 


Providence, the proviſſ ions of his Bounty, the re- 


ſtraints of his Grace, the priviledge of his Goſpel, and _ 
the aſliſtance of his Holy Spirit: His goodneſs to Our 


1 Bodies, and to our Souls; to our Friends and Rela- 


tives, in all the places where ver we have liv d, and inn 
nn the portions of our time hicherto: Some Bleflings | 
immediately from God, and others from ſuch Inſtru- 


ments tow hom God gave the Will and the Power, the 


Capacity and the Opportunity, and Inclination or 
doing us good. How many hazards that we thought. 1 5 
inevitable, hath he reſcud us from? How many diffi- . 
cCulties that we thought inſuperable, hath his Wiſdom _ 
and Power enabled us to wade through and conquer: „ 
From how many ſurpriſing Caſualties hath he ſe- 


cur'q us? From how many Maladies, and infectious 


Diſeaſes hath he preſerv'd us? How many unobſerv d 


Dangers hath his Care prevented? How many of our 


Fears hath he deliver'd us from? How many of our 
Doubts hath he wiſely reſolved ? How many of our 


Prayers hath he graciouſſy anſwer'd? He hath given 


us Eaſe and Health, raisd us from Sickneſs, and pluckt 
us often from the Jaws of Death: Have we met with 

Affliction? we have either had preſent Support, or 
ſpeedy Deliverance; he hath either diverted the Cala. 


= mity , Or given us ſtrength to bear if it: He hath known — 


our . 


n p 
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A 
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our Souls in the Day of Ac e ; and ufd d us 
from fainting in the Hour of Diſtreſs. And if the Rod 
vere not preſently 1 remov'd, he increas'd our Patience, 
| and fandificd the Viſitation, and in the illue was 
| good that we were affiiJed. Morcover , no affliction 
We have been under, but had many concomitant Mer- 
cies: (unmixed miſery 3 is only the Portion of Hell. 
8 per fect Bliſs the ſtate of Heaven.) And why ſhould 
we not receive ſore evil at the hand of Gol, as well s © 
good? Eſpecially conſidering the vaſt diſproportion. Job 2. : 
For how many Bleſlings have we received to one Ad- 
verſity? When ſome Mercies are taten, are not 
others left, of the ſame or greater C onfequence ? 
Have you loſt part of your Eſtate? did not God give _ 
the hole; and doth not he continue Health, without 
which you could not enjoy any of it? Are ſome of 
pour Relations ſnatcht away by Death? doth not Gd 
Continue or raiſe up Others in their room? There- 
fore in the day of Adverſity conſider, as well as in „„ 
day of Proſperity rejoyce, for God hath ſet the one Eccl.z. „ 
oder againſt the other. If then he ſhould deprive us 
of what we vom have, we ought to be thankful we 
had it ſo long, and content, if we injoy it no longer; 
and conſequently be willing he ſhould do with „ 
what ſeemeth good unto him. The oreateſt Evils we can 
| now ſuffar, are conſiſtent with his} Favour, which is our 
1 obiefe Jl rod: and the Good we have receiv'd already, a 
is more and greater than the Evils we have felt or 
fear. And have we taſted ſo much of his Bounty, and 
| ſhall we quarrel at a change of Providence? What 
Condition have we ever paſſed through, but the pre- 
ſent Mercies of that Condition, would more than coun- 
terpoiſe the Calamities and Sorrows of it? The Mea- 
| Lures of Goa J Or ace, fa av the Jewigh Rabbins, 75 Ace 
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: ger than the Meaſures of his Judgment. For one Croft q 
we have many Bleſſings. Have you not the Love 
of God, the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, the 
8 Influcnce of the Holy spirit, the Miniſtry of Angels, — 

the Promiſes of the Goſpcl. and the Hopes of Glory: >" 
Theſe you have kept, or mi ight have kept, notwith- 
ſtanding all your Aflictions. After ſuch Reflections 
as theſe, can we reaſonably ſuppoſe, that there will 
_ ever be any juſt groundof Diſiatistaction in God's dif 
_ poſal? Ever any reafon for us to quarrel with his 
Providences, and be diſpleaſed with what he doth 2 _ 
He hath done us good 1 not evil, all onr days hirher=.- 
to; and. arc we loth to be guided by ſo Gracious e 
- Father? Are we un willing 8 40 be eee of by lo. 
: god God 4 55 ; 
2. Weonght in Duty to reſi Ion to his Vill, if he 5 
had not thus oblis deus by his Benefits, becauſe we - 
are his Creature c, and owe him Subjection, and becauſe 1 85 
by our many Sins we deſerve his Wrath. He hath an 
undoubted right to order us by his Providence, be 
well as govern us by his Law. And 'tis a vile Con- 
- tempt. of the Authority and Wiſdom of our Abſolute 
Soderaign, to diſpute his Will. We cannot ſaffer an 
Evil of Affliction but what is of his ſending. Poverty 
b 1. 21. 48 well as Riches is his Gift. The Lord gave, and the 
1 W 22. Lord hath taken, bleſſed be his holy name. The rich 
EE” Fi. 3 . e. aud the poor meet agel, er, the Lord is maker of them 
am. 3. both I was dumb and opened not my month, becauſe _ 
e BT thou. O Tod: didſt it, faith David. It is the Lord: Tet 
bins do what ſeemeth. good to him, faith Eli. We Re 
owe Obedience to all the Inſtances of his declared 
Will. And when we ſee his Hand at the bottom of 
the Warrant, ſilent Submiſſion becomes us, as we are 
Bis Creatures; eſpecially- conſidering. that we have 


one dg 
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Feld Rim: 125 deſerve his Win that all tlie 

Good we receive is undeſerved, but none of the E- 

vil weſuffer is ſo. Wecannot challenge His Favour, 
or merit his Love: 55 and therefore ſhould be th ank ful 
for every Mercy. We cannot but confeſs, that we 

__ deſerve his Judgments, and therefore ſhoul, 1 humbly 


: ® ſubmit to every. Affliction: Shall we not bear the T= 


be inflict // one Calamity we did not merit? And 


dienation of the Lord, having feun 4 againſt hin 2 Hie. 2. 
Shall we not acc opt the puniſhment of our Iniquities, an Pe=:, 1 es ; 
Cially when'tis loſs than our Sins deſerve ? Hath God t Era 9. 
removed ary one Comfort we did not forfeit ? Both 


___ ought we not with Thankfulnefs to ackno le dec his 


. Mercy, and with 1 intire Submiſſion relig gn unto his 
Tp good pleaſ ure: 7 


„ 3. Upon the account Of: Intereſt We: are Abe. e 
only obliged to this Re renation of our 188 A 


Will of God, in duty 1 to him, but for our own lnrereſt 


- can poſſibly do our ſelves. 


| and Convenience. Becauſe, 35 VV 
3 God knows be etter what! is good bora us, than we EE 


| 2. Becauſe having relign'd. Ar ts. his Will, FE 
; 0 york that can befall us will be really for. our good. ” 
1 . God KO! WS be trer- what 18 g00d for us, than 


we can poſſibly do our ſelves. We think that to de ” 


| evil which. God brings about for good. 


From the 


| finitencſs of our Nature, and the teeblencſs of our: 5. 
| Reaſon, we can't view the full Circuir of his Provi- _ 


dence, or diſcern tl & gracious Deſign i in every dif . 
ſation, Which he intallibly carrics on, and w 111 . 
5 length diſcover. We have nevertheleſs the hizheſt - 
Reaſon to adore his Will, and hold the general Con. 
cluſion, that whatever he doth 5s beſt, and twill be 
—beantifitl i in 114 wean wa Tis there oro Our Intereſt 10 


refer 


Ec. e &; 
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keel, 5.12. refer our ſelves to him; For 7101 a 95 TRI 15 
goocl for himſelf in this life. God, like a wiſe Phy- 
ſician, may conſult our Health, when he doth not 
gr atific and pleaſe our Palates: He may deny us in 

ſome Particulars, to grant us in others, which will be 
more for our Advantage: He may contradict our De- 
bee and Wiſhes, to ſecure our greater good. HoõW¾?—W 
many men who have waited for a Wind, and miſsd 2d 
it, have fretted and diſc quieted themſelves, for being 5 
Occaſionally abſent when the Ship ſet Sail, who ſoon TT 
after have thankt the Providence of God for preſer- 
ving their Lives by to croſs an Accidents when they. -- 
heard that the Ship periſht i in the Voyage, and allthe ” 
Men were drew nud?“ . 
Wie know not how Hack God. way befriend Us .. - 
. when we think he acts like an Enemy. As he gives us 5 
many things by his Providence for our good, which we . 
afterwards find to be fo, but would not have choſen ; _ 
ſo he takes away many, with the ſame Deſi ign, Which 5 
we are loth to part with. God may take away one 
Blefling which we prize, to ſubſtitute another in the 
==... $OOM of it, that is much ſuperior. So that were we 
blfler'd our Choice, what we would have, we could 
not do wiſer than to put the Choice to him again, and 
deſire him to chuſe for ns: For we behold not the 
up Series of good or evil Conſequences, s, which would fol- 
low upon our Wiſhes, if they ſhould be granted. 
That may be good on a naked proſpect, which a Series 
of depending Events may turn to evil: And ſo on 
the contrary. But God who holdeth the Chain of---- 
all Cauſes in his view, ſeeth what Reference one purt 
hath to another, and ſo orders 2!l as may beſt attain 
his great Deſign, and our trucſt ingen. Jacob un- 
8 derſtood not till after: wards, that the loſs of Joſeph 75 


Was. : 
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— 
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| was the means of his Advancement to the Throne of 7 
 Beppt, and the preſervation of his Family in a Fa- 
mine, the intended Ifluc. His Brethren ſold him for 
a slave, that he might not become their Maſter : And 
by that very means it came to paſs, that Heir leave 
| bowed down to hit, according to his Dream. We on- 
ly take notice of what is good at preſent, but know 
not what would be ſo for the remainder of our Lives: 
but God can order things fo, as to be for our greater 
and more laſting good. And hereafter we ſhall find, 
that whatnow afflicts us, was a real Kindneſs and Ad- 
vantage. Even thoſe barren Women in Ternſalem, 
Who long d to become joyful Mothers, and for mant 
of © hildren, would not be comforted ;, when Tilns ſackt 
the City, and the Inhabitants were deſtroy'd by Fire, 
| Sword, Famine, and all ſorts of Calamities, they . 
then found the words of our Saviour to be true, „„ 
ee are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, ee N 
5 th e paps that never gave ſuck. . _ 


Beſides, we know not what is belt for us, as we = 


ſtand related to Others, and in reference to the Pub- | 

| lick. The publick good. of Mankind may be pro- 
5 mid „by our private inconvenience and loſs; and of 1 
„ That, God! is the beſt judge. We are troubled at the 
" fruftration of our Ende eavours and Hopes, as ro ſome 
Inſtances, when that Diſappointment may conduce to 
the publick Ad vantage, becauſe we ſhould but have _ 
got into the room and: place of our Betters, who are 
of. greater uſe and ſervice to the common Intereſt of. 
Chriſtianity, a | and the general good of the World. 
And ſhould we have our Wills! in one particular a- 
gainſt the Purpoſe of God, it may be, it would croſs 

the Deſigns of God in a thouſand others: For great 

| things may depend Led that, which we woitl A have to be 


other Wiſe 


% 1 Cor- 3 
75 1 5 
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ü 200 this: . Loftly, God only knows what l. is 
beſt for us in order to our Eternal Happineſs. All men 
| would chuſe to be proſperous in the World; but how = 

many thouſands would periſh, and be undone, if they 
waere fo? Riches may impoveriſh and ruin us; Health 
and ftr engl h. may weaken and undo us; and that Which 
vic deſire and chuſe, may prove a Curſe and a Snare, 
an Inducement to ſin, and ſhut us out of Heaven. 
We know not how we could grapple with the temp- 
_ tations of an higher condition. All Men cannot car- 
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rya full Cup without ſpilling, or be advanc'd very 


: bigh but their Heads will turn round. Ve diſcern 
not thoſe many Inſtances wherein our Tempori al Inte- 
reſt would contradict our Eternal; where our preſent 
Satisfaction would be inconſiſtent with our future. 

hleſſedneſs. But fince God doth, tis our Intereſt in _ 

all things to reſign to bis s diſpoſe. And the rather, T; 


becauſe, 


Rom. 8. 28. 


. Hay ing ref end our elves to the Will of God, 7 
_ the W orſt that can befall us will be really for our 
Soo. God doth never afflict willingly, or in vain, 

but in great faithfulneſs to us, and for excellent pur- 

EET poſes; never without a juſt cauſe on our part, anda 
gracious deſien on his. He can no more do an unwiſe 
act than an unholy one, being infinite in Wiſdom as 
well as in Purity. He intends us good by all, and 


hath promiſed hat ſhall be the iflue. He hath put 


*” Loſſes and Calamitics, Afflictions and Death it ſelf 
(the Death of ot hers, as well as our own) into the 
Covenant of Grace: they are all compriz'd within a 
Promiſe, and ſhall work for good. All the Evil God 

at any time inflicts on his Children is only another 
method of doing them good - That by ſuffering in the 
+ 2 We wer . ow Sine : That when our 1 
. . — — 5 5 nie le : 


| His Holy Image. Yappy are thoſe Depre 


ton to the 7 


_ Earth, which afterwards [lift us nearer Heaven. hoſe e 


3 97ghs and Groans are matter of Jos, - whole Eee yo is 2; 
| more holy and circumſpect Lite. And we come ES, 
E ſhould be that Evil, which thus effects. our greateſt 

Good. God, the great Phyſitian of Souls, can Cure 
| he Plague of the Heart by a bodily Diſeaſe z 


— w — 
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DE. melted like Wee. we may be capable of Divine Im- 


preſſions: That he may open our Ears to Diſcipline by 


the voice of his Rod : Check: Our Pride, and humble = 
us at his Foot; prevent our Security and cure our 
_ Earthly- -mindednets ; perfo & our Patience, beautify 
our Faith, and repair our inward Vigor; 
this World, to raiſe us above it, to take 18 Of from: 
our falſe Hopes, and carnal Dependenc cs 5 to awake 1 
=. Our {leepy Conſciences, an revive a Spirit of Pray: 
cr, ec. And the Wiſdom of God do 1 oftentimes = 
ſuit Our Neceſflities i in theſe Particulars, by the kind, | 
and ſcaſon of the Affliction. And 4 efjed are the Ie 


imbitter 


Sufferings, which bring us more into a Conformity te 


and 


make one troubleſome Diſtemper more. effectual than 


our Advantage, it he will Prove _ 


. * his 


[-- many Sermons. He can teach us ſuch Lelions from . 
the Houſe of Mourning, as we ſhould never have lcarnt 
in the Houſe of Feaſting. Yea, he doth ſometimes 
cauſe his Rod to be a Staff of Comfort, and give the 
| ſweeteſt inward Peace to hisPeople, through Streams _— 
 Bitterncſs, For ſome never read the Love of God fo 
* legibly as under the darkeſt Cloud of outward Di. 
ſtreſs: As the Ark was. ; neareſt Heave n when the 


Waters of the F 00d Were e higheſt. Beſide Is 18 it not | 5 


5 Sincerity, and ex- 
NG our Grace, by a Change of Providence? To 
ſce whether we can loy EATERS 2 Father, 


Y hi while we 
feel his Rod; whether r we can believe the Truth of 
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- "bis Promiſe, when Humane Succors fail whether we 
canderive our Support from his Covenant. Love When 


1 we have little elſe to depend upon; whether we can 


live upon the Fountain, when the Streams are cut 


off and the Ciſterns fail. Now if this be the merci- 


ful Defign of Heaven, in the 17 "orſt that can befall us, 

we are Traitors to our own tereſt, 

bur ſelves intirely = bim. Eat this will lead me fo. - 
the 34 Particular, | bh 


Conſider the Ad: loantages And: Bewefite of this 5 


Refination of our ſelves to the Divine good Pleaſure, = 
. And the Y-- alc ich as fol: JW. | | 


It will very nweli prepare us to receive Without 


5 Marmoring the ſmarteſt Correction, and qualify us 
N e to improve the ſevereſt Strokes; Still en- 


uraging our ſelves in the Lord « our God, to hom We 


have ſarrendred our ſelv es and the management of 
5 all our Affairs. 


It will fit us for Prayer, and diſpoſe u us to a Spiel „ 


tual Communion with God therein. For without 
- Tae a Temper, no Prayer, ref peRting the things of this - 


Life, can be acceptable to God. | 
It will prevent our making uſe of cli Means _ 


to avoid any feared Evil, or to extricate our ſelves 


from any prefent Difficulty, becauſe God can bring 
about Good by ſeeming Evil. He can make the Earth 


bo help the was and accom oliſh his -Sracious Deſigns ; 
5 by what ſeems to oppole them. 1 


1 will. ſuppreſs an. undue age riveneſs after 


= things future: And keep. us from making uſe of any 


irregnlar or ſuſp pe cted Methods, to be inform d of © 
what ſhall come to paſs. For keeping within the | 
Bounds preſcrib' d us by Cod, and managing our Af. | 
tairs with the belt Diſcretion we can, we may be very 


w yell 5 


not to Reſign 


6 


to 3 the Divine Vir. 


; wal fatiafied, by referring the Succeſs and Ihe tO 2 * 
5 Divine Conduct. ; 
It will take us at from Hawing Second. Canſes. 5 
and fretting againſt Inflruments under Afflictions, and 
will make us look higher,to that Hand of Providence 
which . the Rod, and hath wiſely appointed it. 


It will afift us to glorify God in the Fire, ackno w- 


8 ledging his Supremacy, and ſubſcribing to his Wiſ. 
dom, and believing his Faichfulneſs; and thereby _ 
1 risfyins « our Minds, that if! Oſſes and Dit appointments. __ 
= Poverty or Tribulation, or any other Calamity, be 
= God's 5 appointment, that i 15 beſt. If to be croſt in our 
Doeſires. deceiv'd in our Expcctations, deprivd of our 
F iends, Goods, or Repuration, be the Will of Gd. 
that is 4 together beſt. From f. uch a Temper we may 
beable to > ſay, Lord here I am, ready for any Service, 


prepared for any Suffering, girt tor any Encounter. 


treſolv'd for any Difficulty, and ſatisfied with what- 5 
[+ ſoever *hou ſhalt pleaſe to order. Lead „ 
8 8 Right-hand or to the Left: Lift me up, or caſt me 


© dou wn: Do unto me what ſeemeth good in thy i iobt. 0 


| * ſubmit to thy! Direction: I am thine, and at thy dif. 
poſe, and reſolve to follow thee without diſputing A. 
* thy Pleaſure, If thy Will be ſuch, and thy Wildow 


* adviſe it, Poverty is better than Riches, "Diſorace = 
* than Honour, a Priſon than Liberty, Loſſes than —__ 


ſeſſion, Miſiing more eligible than Obtaining, Fru- 


* tration a greater Kind nels chan Succeſs, and 


5 Tempeſt more defirable than a Sun-ſhine. Such a 
| Temper as this will -xre the Peace of our Minds, and 
1 conſequently our Happineſs in every Condition. For 
our Defires and Choice being ſubjected to the Will of 
God, our 0391 Will may be ſaic L _ be done, when 576 
18 fo. The * ; only may we hav whatſocy ver we Wii 
3 b „„ When 


ͤ— — Ins 


Senn of Res SIGNATI O0 


1 when we will nothing but what God will give, and 


are pleaſed with every thing which he thinks fit. Let 4 
the Weather be fair or fow ol, let the World ſmile r 
frown upon us, by luch a frame of Heart, we may 


commend our ſelves to the Bleſſing of God, with — 
humbie EYdneſs invoke his Aid, and with a Chriſti- 


An Confidence wait the -xecution of his Pur poſes, 8 


and expect tlie Performe nce of his Promiſes. 


From the preceding iſconrſe we may learn divers e 


1 things tor Our In {tr 1141 107 44 and! Practice. As 9 8 : 


This ma y inſtruct us in n the rue Reaſon of Mens 


5 dil käcking + 0 "ar 12 CO cer 90 1115 > future E. vents, and their 1 
:  deſpondency ot Mind 1 unde. 1-; 4 dual Diff duties, Vis. the EP 


1 want of Rojrenation | to the I} ll of Goll. e 
Id. From thence ar iſe ont 47 rafting j t concerns. = 


; ing Future Events, For did we upon a ſound belief 
5 of the Nature and Word of God, reſign our ſelves to 
him, we ſhould not be afr wid of 75 Tidings; or a: 


quict Our Minds s by the Apprehenſion of approa ching = 


Evil. God hath ſfecur'd us of all eceſſary good, by 


his Promiſe, That there ſhall be no lach to them who 7 
50 fear the Lara; That Bread ſhall be given them. and their 
Mater ſhall be fare, And no ſuch Caſe can we imagine, 
wherein God by his Wiſdom and Power cannot fend 8 


5 us Relief, wherein his Prefence cannet give us Sup- 
N and Toys ; orany thing fall out, but according to 


11 w wiſe Counſel, to whom we have reſi gnd our ; 


"Tis the want af 1 is MN PI 1 „ 


- 8 : Boer dency and dj ion of Mind under actual Suffer- 
Inos, and preſent Diff culties. When any thing happens 


contrary to cur Deſires, how unreaſonably do we re- 


pine againſt God, and torment our ſelves? ſend out 
| Our Complaints 9 inſt Heaven, and fret againſt the 


Ge overnor 


10 th Drovixe © WII t. 5 HI 


— —— —— — 


— — 
— —— I SE SE Aeon > . 


Governor of the W or] ids or "fe t 0 n in Deſpc pon- 
1 dency, as if there ww re 70 Hope, and 7 Sor rom 
were ever like ours? Which is a baſe Reflection on 
e Providence ot God, an Affront to [115 Sober. ine, Es 
= a paragement of his II ifcloar, the Reproach of my: 
_ Ooodneſs, and the Diſhonor of his Truth. And 


the \ 155 
1 Temper js not only Sinful, but UOnreaſonable 2: and 
Vain, tis both abſurd, and fruitleſs. For it not only. 
1 implics great Unthankfelneſs for our preſent Mercies, Y 
3 ſuppoſes the Preference of our own Wiſhes, befere : 


God's Appointment, (as if the Wiſdom of God were to 
baadviſed by our fooliſh Fancies.) But it ſuppoleth- 
an Impollibility that things ſhould ever be e otherwiſe, 
or that any Remedy or Relief ſhould ever be foun 1 Lg 
out for the Evils we ſuffer. Whereas that Wheelork 

Providence w. hereby we are now at the bottom, max 

at the next turn, raiſe us up, and ſur prize us by uncx. 
pee ctred F avours. We know not what Bleflings God 

| defigneth us, what Mercies are teeming in the W omb 8 

5 of Futurity for us. I is ur eaſonable to Ta uppoſe, When 
we ate in Adverſity, that things will never alter; ond 1s 
tis in vain to forme nt our ſelves, it they. do not. 

| For God's Counſels ſhal Iſtand, and his Will cake place, 
whether we are willing or unwilling. Tho” the Birds | : 
map flutter, and be impatient of Confine ment ke: hn; 
that carr) yeth the Cage 1 in Þi is Har 4 will £9 nc v er rtbe = 

E- ſlower. „„ 

| 2: 800 0 we Reign our 110 Toots che D Divi 


ne god A 


Pleaſure? Fe cht F not then over-cagerl y to deſire, and 
- pur, f11E 47 oy Temporal G oo; or he oer earn i an poſitive 
ns. . depr ecating any Tempor al E oil, If God gr ant 173 the | 
e- Hleſlings weaviſh for,! jet us praiſe | his Name by tho Ac 
dut knowledge ment of his Boun yy but if he think gοtW 
he to deny us, we e mult 8 


k lit 6 own wich » Cubmillive 3 


„ 


Sw Omen uu —-—. ae CO — — by 


I Sermon fRevonatION 


144107 without them ; not envying thoſe who have . 
more than we, as belleving we have a goodly Heri- 
tage, and that the Lines are fallen to us in a place : 


_ ſufficiently pleaſavt, becauſe by God Direction. We 


{hould not ſet our Hearts fo much on any Earthly 
Deſign, as not to be ſatisfied, if we meet with Dif- 


= appointment; nor on any outward Bleſſing, fo as not 


do be content, to loſe it when God ſhall think it fit, 
«7: et us d what we can, and what we ought, and) yet 

| leave God to do what ſeemeth good to him. For we 
dare not deliberatcly wiſh, for a total. Exec: mption | 

from Calamity and Sorrow in this . orld. What if 


God ſay to any of us, Since you are unwilling to 


ſubnit tomy Conduct, and refuſe to truſt to the Care 
of my Providence, ſince my Wiſdom. Power, Good- _ 

| neſß and Truth, are not thought a ſufficient 5 5 
5 "0 I croſs thy Deſires no more for the future, in 
cuvery thing thou ſhalt have thy Choice: but beware VEE 
+, -the Event; e. The miſerable Caſe of ſuch a Per- 
fon, thus left! in the Hands of his own Counſel, may. 


1 convince us of our Error. 


should we Reſign our ſelves windy to the Di-. - 


=” ine good Pleaſure? Let us then undertake nothing of 


Oo any Moment or Con eſequence, without implorine bis Di- 


rection to glide i. Us, and his Bleiſ wg) to} ſacceed our D. = 
dertaking.. Oe 


Tis common for Nc en to ask Co onſet Sf God: w Hen _ 
7 they are firmly reſolved what to do themſelves. But 
ve ought to have recourſe to God for Advice, before 
we are e deternine d in our own Thoughts, aud not lay 


the Plot of our own Affairs, as to what we intend to 


do, and then fuffer God to come in, only as the Exe- 
cutor of our Wills. Our Reſignation to the Will of 
God would teach us, to aK Conn ſel. from Heaven, as 


EY well as Heceſi. V +: This 


Wiſdom and M. rey hath he hiuden future Ev 


. n 


to the Divine W ih: 


— 


— 


. = "Thr nay a ne 1 in the e 2 PATE 
985 "or prying into Futurity, and diſſwade us from it. Let 


us mind what God will have us to do, and refer our i 


ſel ves to his Good Pleaſure, and we neither need, 


ſhall, be over- ſolicitous what he will do with us. is . : 
= Heer and Ways are in the Hand of God; and in much Fo 


ENTS, t 


prevent the confident Preſumpiion of ſome, anc The | 


melancholy De eſpair of others, by the cert; Lin Fore- 
S Kknowledgeof what will come to pats: That we may 


live by Faith, depending on his Word and Promife, 
and bereſign dto his Will. 'Tis true, that ſome have 
tried to mend their own Fortunes. by telling theſe of 


| other Men, P! etending that every Man 8 Temper : and 


= Condition 15 legible in the Pl. nets, and the future 


Events of Perſons and Kingdoms may be known n by Es 
the Stars; but ſuch may be confuted and reprov RE 
= by the Chall. enge of God by the Prophet Iſaiah, when 


ne foretold the De Aro n of Babylon 5 Evil fhall lla. 47.16, 


i come upon, thee and thou ſhalt not know from whence 
Of riſeth : and Mi; chief ſhall F it] upon thee: thon ſhalt © 
mot be alle to put it off: and De ſolation ſhe ill come upon 

thee, which thou ſhalt not know. Stand now with thine 5 


Trchantments, 411 2 the multitude of thy Sorcerie cs 7; 
ſo be thou ma zeſt 


11 1s 1 > 


he able to profit, if fo be thou prot 5 


g prenail. Let now the Aſtrologers, the Star-gazers, the 


Monthl, * P/ ognoſticaturs t 


ſtand up, and ſave thee f 0M 


the thinos that Jpall com upon thee. Behoj Id; they 
all le as tal lde, Ne. "If: we love to be con ern "5 
about Futurity, and will be prying into things to 
come, let our Solicitude be imploy ed about our Ever- yy 


6 all our Tc mporal Aﬀairs. 


_ laſting State. what will be come of our Souls for ever, 
5 but let us reſign our ſelves 0 the W. ill of God, as to 


We 5 


28 


— — 


R 


1 Sermon of RuS1GNATION, Oc. 


We ſos then upon the whole, what is our Duty 


5„, 
1 5 aud vv here 15 Our Happineſs. And thanks be to God, 


who hath graciouſly connected them together, that 0 
5 55 complying with the former, we may moſt effeQtu- 9 
Ally fecure the latter. We are apt to think, we can 
mniever be happy till our Deſires are granted; but the 
EKkKemedy muſt be by the change of our Minds, md” 
not f God' s Providence: For an humble Refignatt- 


on to his Pleaſure, with a Satisfaction in his Choice, + 


Would ſettle the Peace of our Minds, and fil lence. all - 


our Complaints: Knowing that God hath an un. 


doubted right to do with us what he pleaſeth, be- 
cCauſe of his Soveraigniy; and a fitneſs to rule us for 


bur good, becauſe of his iſinite TViſdoms, and that 


. Will moſt certainly do ſo, from his Mercy and. 
Bb. Let his Promiſes be our Refuge, and his 


. Providence our Comfort; his Wiſdom our Satisfacti- : 
on, and his Almighty Power our Encouragement 85 


and Support; his Mercy our only Treaſure, and the 
Secret of his Preſence our Pavilion: Chearfully e 
ferring all things to his Management, ſtedfaſtly de- 


pending on him i in every ſtrait « or Pifticulty, practi- 
4. ally acknowledging him in every Diſpenſation of his 
Providence, and quietly ſubmitting to whatſoever 


55 he ſhall order: for he can do nothing but what i Best, 5 


0 becauſe he himſelf is infinitel Wiſe, aud infinitely Good, 


And were we well in our Wits, we could deſire no- 
thing but what is Be ft; and of that God only can 
1 5 judge, and of chat v We are tally allured, in 8 0 


1 Condition. IT 
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no & Cc. Stiteht e 


BC 0 0 Fs aufe 5 the e. 


= Gerth e Reflections on 1 Time + kay e 


Heaven and Hell; or, the Unchangeable State of Hap: 5 


To N pineſs or Miſery in another World. Ockavo. . 
Ci The Mourner's Companion or, Funeral Diſcourſes, in =» 
two Parts. Octavo. 


Sacramental Diſcourſes, Before and After the Lord $ Sup: 


7 Per, in two Parts. Ofavo. 


Family Religion, in three Letters. Twelves. 
Ot Tempting Chriſt. Twelve. _ 


Some Account of the Holy Life and Death of Mr. H 
5 : aring; with the Tri: al and Character of; a Real | Chriſtian. 
eee... 


1 the Day of Grace. Ode 1 „ 
God's Thoughts not as Ours, as to the Pardon of Sin. oy 


£2 Earthq es.” Ole 5 . e 5 5 5 
O Long 175 and Old SHY a F uneral Sermon. on the © 


| Death of Mrs. Jane Papillion, 1698. 


A F uneral Sermon on the Death of Mr. Nathan] Ole. 


5 fil 1. Octavo. 


A Funeral ren on | the Death of Mr. Aathanael 15 - . 


or Stitcht Quarto. 


Wi mter Meditations ; a Seren on Froſt, . Snow, &, C 
St Peter's Sin, and Repentance. Stite ht Quarto. „„ 
Thankſgiving Sermon, tor King / aliam's Deliverance e from 5 


. Aron, April 16. 1696. Stitcht Quarto. . 
1 oram 's Queſtion, & it Peace, Jeu? 15 


A Faſt Sermon, on 


The preſent Correction and Reproof of Sin, how puniſh d 


oa in this World. | Quarto. 


The. Hurden of Dumah, Watchnuan w hat of the Night: > 


ww & py Kikeht ume to, . 
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